
 
 

 

The Snow Man 

 
One must have a mind of winter  

To regard the frost and the boughs 

Of the pine-trees crusted with snow; 

 

And have been cold a long time 

To behold the junipers shagged with ice, 

The spruces rough in the distant glitter 

 

Of the January sun; and not to think 

Of any misery in the sound of the wind, 

In the sound of a few leaves, 

 

Which is the sound of the land 

Full of the same wind 

That is blowing in the same bare place 

 

For the listener, who listens in the snow, 

And, nothing himself, beholds 

Nothing that is not there and the nothing that is.  

 

Wallace Stevens  
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A poem by Mary Mascaro about Joan Smith 

 

Joan 

Joan Botton 

Was 

Within Travel 

Lived 

Hall North 

With Alma 

Lawrence 

Pat Libbie 

All fun 

Before Work 

Magic 

Linden 

Rest House 

To Be 

Always 

Good  

Morning 

Structure 

Entertain 

With A 

Cup of  

Tea 
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Botton Village 

 
 
 Most people will know that Botton Village and many of the Camphill places in the world are 
struggling. One could ask: why is this? A friend of mine recently said to me: "Everything that has a 
beginning has to have an ending, but Botton was a miracle!"  Another friend wrote to me recently saying: 
"I have not been living in Botton for as many years as you ... yet as I grow older I more and more realise 
that Botton was a kind of salvation to me. As our Priest said, it is terrible to think of all the young people 
who are deprived of the chance to experience how things can be done differently, even if imperfectly. I 
always referred to Botton as an oasis in the desert of our times ... but there is, it seems to be a real danger 
of the oasis drying up."  
 I was lucky enough to discover Botton as a young man and spent many years helping to build this 
community. I did feel like I was in a miracle - not that I was perfect, but that I was graced enough to be able 
to serve this miracle that could help so many people. I think many Camphill places have been graced in this 
way and we, the co-workers carried this miracle knowing we were imperfect. 
 And yet today there are so many criticisms. Fellow Camphillers will say you haven't modernised 
enough or you haven't done enough trainings. The government, who pays the fees, will say: you are too 
expensive, you are not providing the services we want, you are not person-centred enough. People are in 
danger of being abused. And the Trustees of the CVT are saying: co-workers have not been concerned 
enough about the beneficiaries, they are more expensive than they say, they take expensive holidays and 
some spend too much money and do not do the work. Many of these criticisms have some truth in them, 
but as we know, half-truths can be more destructive than lies. Is the picture painted by the conglomeration 
of all these accusations the new truth that will prevail? 
 It is like an attack by fragmentation and criticism. There is so much of it that the miracle is in danger 
of being lost. Is this how Botton and many Camphill places will be remembered? One could wonder where 
this attack is coming from and who is behind it. If these places have been serving the good, then it is a 
serious situation. Historically, events like this have happened before. The Knights Templar were a 
respected part of the Church and slowly their reputation was ruined. Yet today, they are not remembered 
for these accusations - they are mainly upheld for what they attempted to do and for what they tried to 
carry. History does have a way of making things right.  
 How will you remember Botton? I know that I will remember it as a miraculous place that allowed 
so much to happen - truly as an oasis in the desert or an island of culture that rescued so many people. 
And I hope that this work can continue, both in Botton or in new places that will be formed. 
 Camphill has grown out of Anthroposophy and Christianity. How will our colleagues, fellow 
Anthroposophists, fellow Camphillers and members of the Christian Community view this seeming attack? 
How will the Anthroposophical Society, the official organs of the Camphill Movement or the leadership of 
The Christian Community itself respond? In the Middle Ages the Knights suffered a unanimous attack - will 
there be some fragmentation this time? I believe these are important questions that will have far reaching 
affects for our future work, both personally and for the organisations who try to carry our respective 
impulses.  
 
David Adams 
Holy Nights 2014 - 2015     
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Letter to Botton 

Dear Botton, (and we mean you who truly ARE Botton) we wanted a group photo in our t-shirts, but 
getting us all in the same place at the same time turned out to be about as hard as getting Oldfield to do an 
honest day’s work.  
 
Then we had to think of what to write, memories (too many), things Botton means to us (far too many) and 
both options pose the risk, as Bridget pointed out, of becoming desperately sentimental.  
 
In the end, we decided to keep it simple, and say Thank-You. 
Botton means something a bit different to all of us, but we are all so grateful for having known it. 
 
We support you fully in your fight to keep this place alive, 
All our best 
 
Hamish and Seonaidh Reid, Piran Peters, Isabel and Bridget Adams, Laura and Emma Ffrench, Linde van 
Vliet and Mike Snellgrove. 
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Giggle Time with Jonathan Bradley  
 
 
Did you hear the one about the miserable bear? 
 
It was a Grimm Furry Tale  
 
 
What was the egg’s favourite outfit? 
 
Shellsuit 
 
 
Why did the chicken carry an umbrella? 
 
The weather was fowl 
 
 
How do you make a sausage roll? 
 
Push it down a hill 

 

Botton Cook-A-Long with Mrs Cornfield  
Blackcurrant slump  

A slump is similar to a cobbler, with a dumpling-like topping. This is a fantastic use of blackcurrants, best 
served warm.  

Ingredients  
Serves: 6   

• 675g (1 1/2 lb) blackcurrants  
• 170g (6 oz) caster sugar  
• 85ml (3 fl oz) water  
• 25g (1 oz) cornflour mixed with 1 1/2 tablespoons water  
• 250g (9 oz) mascarpone / Botton Cream Cheese 
• 170g (6 oz) self-raising flour  

• 1 teaspoon baking powder  
• 1 pinch salt  
• 50g (2 oz) demerara sugar  
• zest and juice of 1 large lemon  
• 50g (2 oz) unsalted butter, melted and cooled slightly  
• 85ml (3 fl oz) milk  
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Method 

1. Place blackcurrants in a saucepan with 100g (4 oz) sugar and water. Bring to the boil. Stir a couple of times, 
then add cornflour slurry. Stir well and then reduce heat and cook for 3 minutes. Pour into an ovenproof dish 
and place on one side to cool. 

2. Preheat oven to 200 C / Gas 6. 
3. Mix mascarpone/ Botton cream cheese with remaining sugar till well blended. Carefully drop 6 spoonfuls of 

the mascarpone over blackcurrants trying to space evenly. Do not spread together. 
4. Sift flour, baking powder and salt. Add demarara sugar and lemon zest. Stir in lemon juice and melted butter. 

Then add milk and mix gently. Place in 6 blobs over mascarpone. 
5. Cook for 25 minutes in the preheated oven. Before serving let stand for 5 to 10 minutes. 

We have had dry January - now how about fruity February? Illness and ailments are everywhere, how about giving 
your immune system a boost with vitamin C rich blackcurrants! There are lots of Botton Blackcurrants available via 
the Store.  

There will shortly be a blackcurrant sauce available for use from the Food Centre (so I am told).  

Additionally there will be blackcurrant nectar (with a higher proportion of fruit) and blackcurrant cordial to enjoy hot 
or cold to bring relief to those suffering with coughs and colds!  

 

 

 

 

Contributions to the Botton News Please send to Lydia by 1pm Tuesday. If you are able to email, it is much 
appreciated that you do so! lydia.gillwaring@cvt.org.uk . Please note that Lydia compiles the Diary Sheet and 
Forthcoming Events every week, the information for which she takes from the cultural diary. If you need to make 
last-minute changes, please contact her directly, and by Wednesday morning at the latest.  

Editorial Guidelines Any material whose suitability is questionable will be subject to the discretion of the editorial group. All 
opinions expressed in this newssheet are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of the Botton 
community.  

Editorial Group: Lydia Gill-Waring • Kathryn von Stein • Nick Poole • Erwin Wennekes 
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ROTAS 
 
Gift Shop 
Saturday 7th February Paule 
Saturday 14th February Rosie 
 
Botton Shop 
Saturday 7th February Cherry House 
Saturday 14th February Dale Head 
 
Coffee Bar 
Saturday 7th February Solveig, Alma + Gean 
Sunday  8th February Nook 
Wednesday  11th February Stable Cottage  
 
Duty Driving 
 
Week of 16th February Stormy Hall 
Week of 23rd February Lusmore  
  
 
Dentist Run Contact 
 
Every Thursday Klara Brzobohata (213) 

 
 
Camphill Bible Readings 
Sunday 8th  February    ……………………………………..  Matthew 5: 1-12 
Sunday 15th  February    ……………………………………. Matthew 5: 13-16 
 
 
Christian Community Gospel Readings 
Sunday 8th February  …………………………………….. Luke 8: 4-18 
Sunday 15th February  …………………………………….. Luke 18: 18-34 
 
 
Library Opening Times  Saturday 2.30pm-4.30 pm  
 
Saturday 7th February  closed this week - sorry 
Saturday 14th February  Paule and Mary 
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DIARY 
 
FRIDAY      
6th February  2.00pm  Class 2/3 Parents Meeting  
  6.30pm  Swimming Group 
  8.00pm  Class Lesson, St Brides 
   
SATURDAY        
7th February   
    

SUNDAY    
8th February 9.30am  Children’s Service  
 10.30am  Act of Consecration of Man 
 3.00pm  Circle  
 8.00pm  Festival and Easter Group, KH 
  
MONDAY    
9th February  
 
    
TUESDAY    
10th February  6.30pm  Foundation Course Supper and Evening 
  7.00pm Swimming Group 
  7.45pm Gospel Study 
  Class 4/5 Parents Evening     
    
WEDNESDAY   
11th February 9.00am -12.15 Winter School – NO FC 
  
     
THURSDAY     
12th February  8.30am  No Act of Consecration of Man 
 3.45pm  St Bride’s Performance 
 7.30pm  Choir, TDS 
 7.45pm  Stories and Stuff, Church Room 
  
 
FRIDAY     Botton School Half Term 
13th February  6.30pm  Swimming Group 
   
SATURDAY       St Valentine’s Day  
14th February   
    

SUNDAY    
15th February No Services  
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
Tue 17 Feb Carnival 
 Shrove Tuesday 
 
Wed 18 Feb Ash Wednesday 
 FC Clear up hall 
 Winter School 
 
Thu 19th Feb Act of Consecration of Man 
 Choir, TDS 
 
Fri 20th Feb Class Lesson 
 
Sun 22 Feb Act of Consecration of Man 
 Children’s Service 
 
Mon 23rd Feb Botton School begins 
 Botton Commons 
 
Tue 24th Feb FC Supper and Evening 
 Gospel Study 
 
Wed 25th Feb Rudolf Steiner’s Birthday 
 Winter School 
 No FC 
 Outer Circle 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


