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Botton Village News  

 
18th December 2015 

 

Look Out, Sublime Ahead 
 

A Poem by Mary Mascaro 

 
Second 
Advent 
Candle 

Red 
Within 
Wreath 
Berries 

In 
Centre 

 

Eurythmy Fairy Tale 

On Sunday 13th December, after months of hard work in our eurythmy classes and some last minute madness 

trying to get our costumes ready (entirely clearing the village of safety pins), the village eurythmy group 

performed the Russian Fairy Tale of Ivan the Rich and Ivan the Poor. Simon Taylor and James Skinner starred 

as Rich Ivan and Poor Ivan respectively, with Pat Reynolds making a cameo appearance as the little goat who 

produces gold instead of milk, appearing alongside a stalwart cast of co-workers and villagers playing Poor 

Ivan’s children, the wind, the sun and the frost.  

The audience were in raptures, though I say so myself (being part of the performance) and I’m sure they 

gave a standing ovation at the end, although I couldn’t see beyond the glare of the stage lights.  

Thank you to Jonathan, Bogdan and the whole troupe for the absolutely joyful experience of being part of 

the annual fairy tale.  

Fionn Reid was on hand during the dress rehearsal to take photos, and here is a selection of the best below.  

Lydia  
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The Two Ivans (Simon 

Taylor and James 

Skinner) 

The Wind (being led by 

Ian Hatcher and with 

Josefine in focus) 

Poor Ivan catches The 

Frost 
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The Twelve Days of Christmas in the Christian Community 
 
On Christmas night and day there will be three services in Botton Church! However, they are quite different 
at Midnight (0am), at Dawn (8am) and in the Day (10.30am). To experience this as a threefold fullness is very 
worthwhile, especially if you are new to the Christian Community and the Act of Consecration of Man. Also 
the special Christmas Service for the Children (9.30am) is unique in the organism of the year. 
 
Then, during the Twelve Days of Christmas there will be a service every day and indeed, the twelve-hood of 
services reflects the cosmic dimension of this special time in the year. By following through this process 
consciously we can prepare spiritually for what is to come in 2016. (To experience the full twelve-hood, 
however, you’d have to travel to Malton on Jan. 3rd for 10am!) 
 
Jens-Peter 
 
 

Jacob and his Twelve Sons and the Twelve Days of Christmas 
 
This year I have chosen the theme of the 12 Sons of Jacob for the conversations in the church after the 
services. I was intrigued to read an account (‘The Red Tent’ by Anita Diamant) in which this tribe was 
described as we would denounce a roving gang in some city streets or a group of fundamentalists in the 

Poor Ivan and The Sun 

The whole ensemble, 

including Poor Ivan’s 

children and Pat 

Reynolds playing the 

little goat 
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desert… From this we can discern that what was necessary at a certain time of human evolution cannot 
anymore be condoned at another time as consciousness has to evolve. 
 
In anthroposophical terms we need to understand that the mirroring that takes place between the third 
Post-Atlantean Epoch and the fifth (between the Babylonian/Egyptean and our own) has to show an 
evolution, as childhood and mature age have different tasks and therefore must show different ways of 
dealing with matters – even if we sometimes do feel like throwing a temper tantrum!!! A descent into 
anarchy today may well reflect a fall-back into old modes of consciousness… 
 
In this respect I’ll try to research how the cosmic twelvefoldness of these sons becomes a task of 
individuation from being a constellation in a tribal community: how do we relate to evolution, if we were 
born in a certain zodiac? Do we feel closer to the one or the other of these brothers and in what way do we 
need to feel differently today than they did in their time? And, how can we bring our uniqueness creatively 
into community life? 
 
I shall give a relatively short introduction every day (after a tea break) and hope that we can get into a 
meaningful conversation from that. 
 
Jens-Peter 

 

Invitation to find out about the Christmas Tree Symbolism 
 
In Botton Village we tend to decorate the ‘Christmas Tree’ according to suggestions made by Rudolf Steiner. 
This is of course no dogma, but before we disregard what people here have grown to love, we would like to 
have an evening when its symbolism can be explained. Jens-Peter will give the introduction and then we can 
decorate the tree in the Joan of Arc Hall so that it is well prepared for the Christmas Eve Celebration and 
everyone has time to digest the suggestions before decorating the trees in the houses in time for Christmas 
Eve. 
We propose to come together on Monday, Dec. 21st, at 8pm. 
If you cannot attend, but would like to know more about this, you can try to find time with Jens-Peter 
separately. Tel.: 281. 
 

The Advent and Christmas Eve Group. 
 
 

Give Sprouts a Chance  
 
Here’s to all you sprout haters: 
 
Did you know that Christmas cuisine in Greenland doesn't quite compete 
with the British staples. Mattak – raw whale skin with a little blubber – is 
one festive delicacy, as is kiviak, which is made by wrapping an auk (a small 
arctic bird) in seal skin, burying it for several months and eating its 
decomposed flesh. 
 
So, there are worse things than sprouts. And if you want to make your 
sprouts truly delicious, try this recipe for your Christmas dinner:  
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Best brussels sprouts ever 

Very often, simplest is indeed best. These sprouts are dressed with a humble helping of either butter or 
olive oil, then seasoned judiciously. 

Serves 4-6 
450g medium-sized brussels sprouts, outer leaves removed, cut in half lengthways 
600ml water 
1½ tsp salt 
25-50g butter or extra virgin olive oil 
Black pepper 

1 Put the water and salt in a saucepan (it’s really important to add enough salt) and bring to a fast, rolling 
boil. Toss in the sprouts, cover for 1 minute, until the water returns to the boil, then uncover and continue 
to cook for 3-6 minutes (depending on size), until the sprouts are cooked through, but still have a slight 
bite. Drain very well. If you are not serving the sprouts immediately, refresh them now under cold water, 
then, just before serving, drop them into boiling salted water for a few seconds to heat through. 

2 To serve, melt a little butter or heat some extra virgin olive oil in a saucepan. Roll the sprouts gently in 
the butter and season with salt and lots of freshly ground pepper. Taste and serve immediately in a hot 
serving dish. 

Darina Allen, A Simply Delicious Christmas (Gills and McMillan) 

 

North Yorkshire Employment Strategy 2015 - 2020 

Many thanks to Neil Shearer and Nick Baxter who represented Botton at the North Yorkshire County 
Council Employment Strategy meeting on Wednesday 9th December 2015.   
 
The purpose of this meeting was to seek individuals views on how to help people with learning disabilities 
gain paid employment and to look at how the council and providers can work together to increase 
these opportunities.  Neil and Nick were able to stand up in a packed room and let people know their 
views.  These views were recorded and will be included in the strategic plan.  A big well done to both! 
 
The plan will be published by the council in the new year and we hope to be able to play a huge part in this 
by supporting people with learning disabilities to gain paid employment for any future job vacancies that 
we have within the community.   

Watch this space!! 

Steven James and Sean Devall 

 

 

 
The Burning Question 
 
Oh, it must be approaching Christmas, because husbands and wives all over Botton are feeling the 
Christmas cheer.  

http://bookshop.theguardian.com/simply-delicious-christmas.html
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This week, Jonathan Reid (BA in Philosophy, Hull, 1979) asks: 
 

'If a man speaks his mind in a forest and is not overheard by a woman, is he still 
wrong?' 
 
He also wishes to express his thanks for the fulsome response from Canada regarding the difference 
between a banjo and a ukelele. This has disabused him of a long-held belief that the only difference 
between them was that you could throw a ukelele much further. 
 
NB.  
Last week, I mentioned that people of Botton are ‘epistemoholics’, which was a word I made up. I have 
since found out that there is a word, ‘epistemophilia’, which means ‘love of knowledge’. So maybe we 
are really ‘epistemophiles’.  
 
And I know you are all really interested in that piece of trivia, epistemophiles that you are.  
 
Do you have a question that you would like to submit to the Botton Village News to be answered by a 
Botton resident? 
 
If you have an answer to this week’s burning question, please contact the Botton Village News.  
 

 

 

WASSAIL 

COMES TO BOTTON 
 

THIS WEEKEND 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 20th December   7.30pm   Joan of Arc Hall 
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Whether you are familiar with our annual Christmas show, or you've never been before, you 

are in for a treat this year. 
 

Wassail features the usual mix of songs, music, sketches and dance, but this year we have some extra special 

performances from several artists new to the Wassail. 

 

Steve Turner, singer and concertina supremo, performs a number of beautiful songs, as do Paul & Liz 

Davenport, Liz Turner and Jean Christie. 

 

Young people from the Festival's Youth Group will be narrating the show, as well as reciting some stirring 

poems and performing in a couple of drama sketches too… 

 

Lots of new things to see and hear, so make sure you come along and enjoy 

the last Sunday of Advent with us. 

 

Tickets : £5 (£3 for 5-14 year olds) Under 5's FREE   

Available ON LINE  www.festivalonthemoor.co.uk    or ON THE DOOR 
 

Programme : inc Songwords to join in the choruses -  50p 
 

Refreshments – Festive refreshments will be on sale in the Interval at a cost of £1.50 
 

Raffle – Please buy a RAFFLE TICKET (£1.00) for a chance to win some lovely prizes and to 

support the work of the Festival on The Moor 
 

See you there……… 

 

Tel: 01947 459044                                                   email: moorfolk@googlemail.com 

 
Botton News 
 
There will be no edition of the Botton news until after Holy Nights – please 
see the Holy Nights Programme for information about events.   

 

Contributions to the Botton News Please send to Lydia in Trefoil by 1pm Tuesday. If you are able to email, 
it is much appreciated that you do so! lydia.gillwaring@cvt.org.uk . Please note that Lydia compiles the Diary 
Sheet and Forthcoming Events every week, the information for which she takes from the cultural diary. If 
you need to make last-minute changes, please contact her directly, and by Wednesday morning at the latest.   

Editorial Guidelines Any material whose suitability is questionable will be subject to the discretion of the 
editorial group. All opinions expressed in this newssheet are those of the authors and do not necessarily 
represent the official views of the Botton community.  

 

 
 
 

http://www.festivalonthemoor.co.uk/
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ROTAS  
  
Duty Driving 
 
Saturday 19th     December                  Falcon Farm 

Saturday 26th     December                  Lusmore 

Saturday 2nd       January                   Martin House 

Saturday 9th     January                                                           Nook House 

 
 

Camphill Bible Readings  
Sunday 20th  December   ..................................  Luke 1: 39-47 
Sunday 27th December  ..................................  John 1: 1-14 
Sunday 3rd January   ……………………………….  Colossians 1: 15-20 
 
 
 
Gospel Readings  
Sunday 20th  December   ..................................  Matthew 11: 25-36 
Sunday 27th December  ..................................  John 1: 1-10 
Sunday 3rd January   ……………………………….  John 1: 1-18 
  
 
Library Opening Times  Saturday 2-5pm  
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DIARY  
   
FRIDAY    
18th December  12.15pm  Botton School Finishes   
 
    
SATURDAY     
19th December  
  
SUNDAY   
20th December   No Act of Consecration of Man (JPL in Malton)     

8.00pm  Wassailing Concert, JOA Hall   
 
 
MONDAY    
21st December   8.00pm  Dressing of Christmas Tree with explanation (JOA Hall)   
 
 
TUESDAY     
22nd December  7.00pm  Swimming Group ‘A’  
   No Gospel Study  
 
 
WEDNESDAY    
23rd December    
 
     
 
THURSDAY 
24th December  No morning Act of Consecration of Man  
   Christmas Eve celebration JOA Hall 
   Singing to the Cows 
   Midnight  Act of Consecration of Man  
     
     
FRIDAY    
25th December  Midnight  Act of Consecration of Man 
   8.00am  Act of Consecration of Man 
   9.30am  Christmas Service for Children  
   10.30am  Act of Consecration of Man  
 
     
    
SATURDAY   10.30am  Act of Consecration of Man  
26th December   2.30pm  Film, JOA Hall, Botton Film Group hosting  
 

  
SUNDAY    
27th December  10.30am Act of Consecration of Man 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
    

  
28th December  Act of Consecration 
 
29th December  Act of Consecration 
 
30th December  Act of Consecration 
 
31st December  Act of Consecration 
 New Years Eve celebration and disco 
 Year’s Fulfilment Celebration 
 
1st January  Act of Consecration 
 Film (Botton Film Group) 
 
2nd January  Act of Consecration 
 Table tennis tournament  
 
3rd January  No services (JPL in Malton) 
 
4th January  Act of Consecration 
 
5th January  Act of Consecration 
 Botton Commons 
 Twelfth Night Dance  
 
6th January  Epiphany  
 Act of Consecration 
 3 Kings preparations  
 


