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Botton Village News  

 
4th December 2015 

 

A Boot for Santa December 6th 
 

We may deplore that Christmas has degenerated into a frenzy of shopping and a quagmire of expectations. 
Shop windows are decorated with a fat red man, reindeers and jingle bells. 
 
We may feel that instead a picture of the Holy Family in a stable with a crib for a cradle could be more 
suitable for integrating refugees from the near East, Asia or Africa into our culture. 
 
And yet, is giving only a result of clever advertising? Don’t we all have in us a desire to do the good to our 
children, parents, neighbours or far ones? 
 
‘Santa’ originates in Turkey where a good man Nicholaos threw pouches of coins through the chimney of a 
neighbouring widow whenever she intended to sell one of her daughters into slavery because she didn’t 
have money to give them their dowry. These pouches bought their freedom. 
 
His feast day is Dec. 6th and even now this is the ‘Day of Giving’ in Holland. And the chimney is still the place 
to put the well-polished boots for midnight gifts to arrive in. One just has to watch out that one doesn’t meet 
each other on the stairs in the night! 
 
We could meditate on the joy of giving; indeed, we may rediscover the virtue of sacrifice. As the word says, 
sacrifice ‘makes holy’. When we meet those who have fled death and destruction we can imagine that their 
wish is not for jingle bells, but for human warmth and caring that would sanctify our encounters. 
 
Perhaps we may allow ourselves after all to go shopping with peace of mind as ‘fat’ value added taxes will 
give the government the jinglebility to be generous in turn to people in need? 
 
Jens-Peter Linde 
 
 

 
Veganuary 
 
So, last month we had Movember and this month we have Decembeard. But what about January? Instead 
of making it about the little hairy things on men’s faces, why not think about the little hairy things running 
around outside? By that, I mean animals, particularly those that we use for meat, dairy products and other 
products, such as leather.  
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In January, I will be going Vegan in an attempt to highlight the plight of the many animals that are abused in 
the name of providing us with food, clothing or cosmetics. We are very lucky in Botton that we know that 
our animals have been farmed and slaughtered in an ethical manner (all the more reason for buying your 
meat from Botton instead of the supermarket). However, that is not the case for many animals that are 
factory farmed. If you have the stomach for it, see the films Food,Inc and Indigestible for more information.  
 
Going Vegan, even if only for a short time can also have health benefits, partly because it draws our attention 
to what we are eating and partly because it cuts out many of the harmful fats, colon clogging proteins and 
other nasties in processed meat that we eat in a ‘normal diet’. 
 
During Veganuary, it would also be good to examine what cosmetic products 
you are using and if they have been tested on animals or contain any animal-
derived ingredients. Many products now have the Vegan stamp on them if 
they are animal-friendly.  
 
If you are interested in going Vegan for January, go to the website 
www.veganuary.com for more information.  
 
Lydia 
 
*NB. I have to credit Aidan Waring for first coining the term ‘Veganuary’. If only he had copyrighted it at 
the time, we might be millionaires by now.  
 

 
The Burning Question 
 
We all know that the people of Botton are Epistemoholics (addicted to gaining knowledge). Help us to 
manage this village-wide affliction by supporting the newly formed group, ‘Epistemoholics Anonymous’. 
Alternatively, you could join us on our seven step programme (seven, yeah?) to overcoming addiction, 
involving watching seven episodes of Emmerdale on a TV somewhere, or our one-step programme of 
having a frontal lobotomy. Alternatively, give an epistemoholic an outlet through which to siphon off 
some information from their brains this Christmas and submit a question to the Botton News.  
 
Do you have a question that you would like to submit to the Botton Village News to be answered by a 
Botton resident? 
 
This week, we had a flurry of questions coming in: 
 
Thomasin Waring asks: 
 

What is there to find out that I don’t know? 
 
And Seo Hyeon asks: 
 
How can you tell the difference of fire basket and bin if it really seems similar to one 
another?  
 

And Timothy asks: 
 

http://www.veganuary.com/
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If a tree fell at the back of the Dale and Alan Ayres was not around to hear it, would it 
make a sound ? — this question was asked in a recent Village News.    
  
I do not have the answer. But it naturally suggests two further questions that are of 
existential import (to me): 
  
(A)   If a tree fell at the back of the Dale and I was right there and on the side it was falling 
towards, would I ever make a sound again ? 
  
And: 
  
(B)   If you never heard anything more from me, would you just assume I was safe and 
sound? 
  
 
 
Last week, Fionn Reid asked: 
 

What activities would people like to do over Holy Nights? 
 
We had a range of answers to this question: 
 
Michael Mitchell:  Go-cart racing 
   Table tennis tournament  
   Outing with Aidan. 
 
Juliet:    Disco 
 
Julie Hanna:   Get married to Fionn, but I’ll have to ask his parents first – just joking.  
   Telling jokes.  
  
Fionn:  I feel quite offended now. I’d just like some quiet and relaxation and a few trips 

out. 
 
Ned:  I don’t know. Watch movies. Go out.  
 
Felicity:  I’d like to watch a film. James Bond maybe. But I’m going away.  
 
Amanda:  I like outings.  
 I like to see my family.  
 I like carol singing.  
 
Laura:  Arts and crafts workshop – knitting, crocheting or maybe tapestry.  
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Remember the previous week, an anonymous reader asked:  
 

If a tree fell at the back of the Dale and Alan Ayres was not around to hear it, would it 
make a sound? 
 
I have had a late answer submitted by Dr. Samuel Lebens, a post-doctoral fellow of at the Centre for 
The Philosophy of Religion at Rutger’s University, New Jersey, USA. (Yes, the Botton Village News travels 
far and wide).  
 
Sound might be nothing more than what we hear. Sure, there are sound waves that move through 
the air, but they are not really sound. They're just waves. The sound is what goes on in our heads, 
once those waves have made an impact in our ears. So if there's nobody there to hear the sound, 
then perhaps there's no sound, even if there are sound waves.  
 
But if Alan Ayres isn't in the forest, then perhaps someone else is! So perhaps it does make a sound, 
as the sound waves impact upon somebody else's ears. Unless of course, the only person who really 
exists is Alan Ayres, and the rest of us are just figments of his imagination. If that's the case, then the 
tree won't make a sound unless he's in the forest.  
 
But, I'm sure he's a wonderful gardener. So, I can't imagine that his trees would ever be falling over. 
They'd all be too healthy. 
 

 
 
If you have an answer to this week’s burning question, please contact the Botton Village News.  
 
Please submit your answers to the Botton News no later than Tuesday 8th December.  

 

 

OPEN  CONCERT  FRIDAY 4TH DECEMBER  
  

Three performers will give a concert Friday, 4 December, in Thomas Weihs House, at 4pm.   It will be done 
by Peter Gulbis with his violin; Chris Gilbert on the accordion;  and Timothy Edwards telling a story and 
poems. 
  
Please bring your purse for the ENTRY CHARGE of £7.    
  
This is the second in an occasional series.   The first one a few weeks ago was a free sample to get them 
going.   But in general we are having to charge — unless any creative brain out there can come up with a 
better way of funding such events, in which case please do speak to us. 
  
Timothy Edwards, tel (9) 200347, mob (9) 07896 534302.   Peter Gulbis, tel (9) 01642-725485 
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Change to Advent Programme  
 
When we received Richard Grainger's Wassail flyer in yesterdays post, we realised that we have made 
a mistake in planning an afternoon of carols and stories on the same day. We don't really know how it 
came to the clash as we thought we had checked the cultural diary. In any case: we have now decided 
to drop the afternoon programme.  
 

Birgit for the Advent and Christmas Eve Group 
 

Botton News December Birthday List  

We are gradually putting together birthday lists – thanks to those people that have submitted their 
birthdays. We still need more names and birthdays – and that applies to all children, co-workers and 
employees who wish to be listed.   

Here is the December list so far:  

Daniel Poulton  1st December  

Simon Brzobohaty  1st December  

Aidan Waring  2nd December 

Yuka Stefanescu  3rd December  

Stephen Bell  11th December  

Josie Nef  12th December  

Ruth Polack  14th December  

Clare Burge  15th December  

Eve Vatcher  20th December  

Ernst Nef  24th December  

Jonathan Reid  27th December 

Ruedi Nef  28th December  

 

Contributions to the Botton News Please send to Lydia in Trefoil by 1pm Tuesday. If you are able to email, 
it is much appreciated that you do so! lydia.gillwaring@cvt.org.uk . Please note that Lydia compiles the Diary 
Sheet and Forthcoming Events every week, the information for which she takes from the cultural diary. If 
you need to make last-minute changes, please contact her directly, and by Wednesday morning at the latest.   

Editorial Guidelines Any material whose suitability is questionable will be subject to the discretion of the 
editorial group. All opinions expressed in this newssheet are those of the authors and do not necessarily 
represent the official views of the Botton community.  
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ROTAS  
  
Duty Driving 
 
Saturday 5th December             Hazeldene  

Saturday  12th    December                  Iona/Staffa 

 
 

Camphill Bible Readings  
Sunday 6th  December   ..................................  Luke 12: 35-38 
Sunday 13th December  ..................................  Luke 1: 26-38 
 
 
 
Gospel Readings   
Sunday 6th December   ................................... Matthew 12 25-36 
Sunday 13th December   ................................... Matthew 21: 25-36 
 
Library Opening Times  Saturday 2-5pm  
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DIARY  
   
FRIDAY    
4th December  6.00pm  Swimming Group ‘C’ 
   4.00pm  Open Concert, TWH (£7) 
   8.00pm  Film – Botton Film Group hosting, JOAH  
 
    
SATURDAY   Advent Fair, JOAH  
5th December  
  
SUNDAY   ST NICHOLAS 
6th December   9.30AM  Children’s Service 

10.30am Act of Consecration of Man 
11.00am – 4.00pm  Botton School Advent Fair 

   8.00pm  Christian Community Support Meeting, church  
 
 
MONDAY    
7th December   5.00pm  Eurythmy Fairy Tale rehearsal  
 
 
TUESDAY   1.30pm  Christmas Meeting  
8th December   5.00pm  Eurythmy Fairy Tale rehearsal  
   7.00pm  Swimming Group ‘A’  
   8.00pm  Gospel Study  
 
 
WEDNESDAY    
9th December   5.00pm  Eurythmy Fairy Tale – ladies costume fitting 
   7.45pm   Bird Group, Oberlin 
 
     
 
THURSDAY 
10th December  8.30pm  Act of Consecration of Man  
   3.45pm  St Bride’s Performance 
     
     
FRIDAY    
11th December  6.00pm  Swimming Group ‘D’ 
 
     
    
SATURDAY   9.00  Eurythmy Fairy Tale Costumes 
12th December  10.15  Eurythmy Fairy Tale dress rehearsal  
 

  
SUNDAY   SANTA LUCIA 
13th December  10.30am Act of Consecration of Man 

6.45-7.00 Eurythmy Fairy Tale costumes  
8.00pm   Eurythmy Fairy Tale Performance 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
    

  
14th December  No Village Eurythmy  
 
15th December  No Village Eurythmy  
 Christian Community and Friends, meeting with Tom Ravetz  
 
16th December  No Village Eurythmy  
 
17th December  KASPER HAUSER’S DEATH DAY 
 Act of Consecration of Man 
 Botton School Christmas Play 
 St Bride’s Performance  
 
18th December  Botton School Ends  
 
20th December  No Act of Consecration of Man 
 Wassailing Concert, JOA Hall  
 
22nd December  No Gospel Study 
 
24th December  No Act of Consecration of Man 
 Christmas Eve Celebration/ Singing to the Cows   


