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The Advent Wreath 
 
The Advent Wreath is an image of ‘identity and development’. As in the Sun Crosses of Celtic Christianity 
the four-foldness of earthly existence is integrated in the circular gesture of wholeness, thus the three 
material dimensions and time as the fourth find their quality of evolution in an organic sense of Being. 
 
We make a wreath by creating a ‘skeleton’ made of an old wire coat hanger bent into a circle around which 
we drape moistened ‘newspaper sausages’. This is fixed by some florists’ wire and then we can continue 
and tie small branches of greenery, preferably from noble fir so that after four weeks not all needles have 
found their way into our dinners! 
 
When a harmonious looking wreath is achieved we tie four red ribbons around it at opposite sides so that 
the wreath can either hang from the ceiling or just be decorated with four ribbons and bow-ties. In the end 
we’ll still attach four red candles to the wreath. 
 
We find thus a fourfold ‘thing’ which reflects the fourfold human being: the ‘skeleton’ points to our 
material existence which we have in common with all matter. The ‘greenery’ relates to that which is alive 
in us and has to do with the formative forces of our life-body. The red ribbons and bow ties show that we 
have soul. We can meet the world with antipathy or sympathy, reach for the heights (of a hook in the 
ceiling) or feel well settled (on a table). And last but not least we behold in the candles the human ability 
for sacrifice for a greater good, to bring about light by a giving-in of ourselves. 
 
During the four weeks of Advent we light these candles in such a way that each new week one more candle 
is lit. Thus we can find the light of Christmas coming closer and closer. Our fourfold being finds its 
‘biography’. 
 
Jens-Peter Linde  
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A Poem by Mary Mascaro About Nettie Monro  

Who Lived In Hall North and Martin House 
Sunday November 22nd 2015 

 

Nettie 

Nettie Came 

To Botton Village 

Early Times 

In Hall North 

Nettie Loved 

Dancing 

Special 

Scottish Dancing 

Different Colour 

Skirt 

Red Dark Green 

Martin House 

Well Looked 

After 

Nettie 

With Joan 

Now Together 

Heavenly 

Peace 

Sublime 

 
Movember 

No doubt many of you have been admiring the magnificent moustaches that myself and Michael have 

been sporting over the last few weeks but many of you may not know why we’re doing this. 

The purpose of Movember is to raise awareness and tackle some of the biggest health issues that men 

face, such as testicular and prostate cancer, poor mental health and physical inactivity.  

Thus far, we have managed to raise a rather measly £2.19 ourselves, with a pledge of £5 from each of us at 

the end of the month taking the total to £12.19. If anyone else wishes to make a donation to this 

honourable cause please send the money to Michael or myself in Hall North. All moneys received will go to 

the Movember Foundation or failing that we encourage you to visit the website and make a donation there 

directly - https://uk.movember.com/donate 

 

https://uk.movember.com/donate
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The Burning Question 
 
We all know that people in Botton are consuming so much intellectual material, they are simply 
becoming obese. It’s becoming epidemic. Help us to lead healthier lives by giving us a mental work-out.  
 
Do you have a question that you would like to submit to the Botton Village News to be answered by a 
Botton resident? 
 
 
This week, Fionn Reid asks: 
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What activities would people like to do over Holy Nights? 
 
 
Last week, an anonymous reader asked:  
 

If a tree fell at the back of the Dale and Alan Ayres was not around to hear it, would it 
make a sound? 
 
 
Julia Russell answered this question in a very concise manner. She said, ‘Yes, it would crack.’  
 
 
Alan Ayres himself shed more light on the matter: 
 
I have often wondered about this question myself, and although my philosophy is as limited as my 
Yorkshire logic, I have come to some definite conclusions for myself.  
 
Everything in nature has value in itself, as it has been ‘created’. When one deals with nature and works 
in it, without trying to exploit it, whether gardening, farming, foresting hunting or just interacting with 
it is important, I would say essential, to understand that every natural thing has been given value by the 
creator, our role as custodians is to enhance that value by accepting all nature as the gift that it is. Every 
beat of each butterfly’s wing and every falling tree has a purpose in itself, regardless of how it affects 
anything else- near or far -  even if we don’t accept it as even existing!  
 
‘Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet without your Father’s knowledge, not one of them can fall 
to the ground.’ Matthew 10 vs 29.  
 
For a more definite answer, ask a squirrel or a mouse that lives at the back of the dale.  
 
Remember two weeks ago, we had a question from Jonathan Reid: 

I say, I say, I say……. 

Whaddya say, whaddya say, whaddya say? 

What’s the difference between a banjo and a ukelele? 

Well, we had an answer all the way from Canada: 
 
My sister in law, Fiona Sumerville is a Botton Village resident and I read your newsletter where a question was 
asked as to what the difference was between a banjo and a ukulele. Well I happen to own both a banjo and a 
ukulele. The difference is the ukulele has four strings and is actually a small guitar. The banjo however has five 
strings which are stretched across a drum. I have never heard of anyone getting seriously injured by a broken 
string although some ear damage may occur if you listen to me playing. I hope this helps with your answer and 
give our love to Fiona and all the other Botton Residents. 
 
David and Christine Gibson 
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If you have an answer to this week’s burning question, please contact the Botton Village News.  
 
Please submit your answers to the Botton News no later than Tuesday 24th November.  
 
 
 

The Agony Aunt and /or Uncle You Can Count On  

Thank you for all of your responses following The Count’s request to send in your problems. We have 

done some risk assessment and published those most in need of addressing below.  

 

Dear Count, 

When I woke up this morning and I looked in the bathroom mirror, there was an iron bar through my neck and 

stitches all over my face. What do I do? 

(Name Withheld) 

 

Mein dear Herr (oder Frau?) Mitheld, 

Donner und Blitzen !! Zis ist ein komplizierten medical Phenomenons kalt “Ichhafbekommenfrankenstein.com”. Eet 

ist inkurable. Und ist very dangerous to all zat ist arund you. At first you vill find ze Peoples rünnink like 

boomburglary avay from you as fästest as zey kan. Zen zey vill brink in die Military. Boom! Mein best Advice ist to häf 
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ein Holiday on die vunway Ticket mit mein gut Transylvanian Freund Boriskarloffski who hat eine stake Dinner 

already vaiting. Ja! 

 

Dear Count, 

When I pirouette I am unable to stop spinning and then I fall over and can’t walk any more? Can you help me?  

A Eurythmist 

 

 

Meiner lieber Alexander Eurythmist, 

Mein Gott! Old Scröte (mein Butlerperson) tried zis vunce und häs never been ze same since, blesssegen hiz little tiny 

chrubber Bootees. Since zen, he ist alles talkink zu his pet Karrotten about die Planeten und die passink of die 

Seasons under die Armpitten. 

Mein good freund Herr Dr Hauserbausercockadoodledoosir sagt das die beste Kourse für Persons in dis disturbink 

Kondition ist: 

Firstly -- awayputzen die organik Karrotten, 

Zweitens -- take up ze Juggling vis der China ven you ein Pirouette koming on feeling, und 

Thirdly -- immer one Foots in front of die Ozer ven warkink putzen. Ja? Dieser usually worken sehr gut. 

Guttenappetit! 

 

OPEN  CONCERT  NEXT  FRIDAY 
  

Three performers will give a concert next Friday, 4 December, in Thomas Weihs House, at 4pm.   It will be 
done by Peter Gulbis with his violin;  Chris Gilbert on the accordion;  and Timothy Edwards telling a story 
and poems. 
  
Please bring your purse for the ENTRY CHARGE of £7.    
  
This is the second in an occasional series.   The first one a few weeks ago was a free sample to get them 
going.   But in general we are having to charge — unless any creative brain out there can come up with a 
better way of funding such events, in which case please do speak to us. 
  
Timothy Edwards, tel (9) 200347, mob (9) 07896 534302.   Peter Gulbis, tel (9) 01642-725485 

SAINT  BRIDE’S  NOT  ON  THIS WEEK 
  

The usual St Bride’s performance is not happening this Thursday (3 Dec), when you will all be at the party, 
no doubt.   It will be on again for 10 and 17 Dec. 
  

Timothy Edwards, tel (9) 200347, mob (9) 07896 534302.   Alison Gulbis, tel (9) 01642-725485. 
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Botton News November Birthday List  

We are gradually putting together birthday lists – thanks to those people that have submitted their 
birthdays. We still need more names and birthdays – and that applies to all children, co-workers and 
employees who wish to be listed.   

Here is the December list so far:  

Daniel Poulton  1st December  

Simon Brzobohaty  1st December  

Aidan Waring  2nd December 

Yuka Stefanescu  3rd December  

Stephen Bell  11th December  

Josie Nef  12th December  

Ruth Polack  14th December  

Clare Burge  15th December  

Eve Vatcher  20th December  

Ernst Nef  24th December  

Jonathan Reid  27th December 

Ruedi Nef  28th December  

 

Contributions to the Botton News Please send to Lydia in Trefoil by 1pm Tuesday. If you are able to email, 
it is much appreciated that you do so! lydia.gillwaring@cvt.org.uk . Please note that Lydia compiles the Diary 
Sheet and Forthcoming Events every week, the information for which she takes from the cultural diary. If 
you need to make last-minute changes, please contact her directly, and by Wednesday morning at the latest.   

Editorial Guidelines Any material whose suitability is questionable will be subject to the discretion of the 
editorial group. All opinions expressed in this newssheet are those of the authors and do not necessarily 
represent the official views of the Botton community.  
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ROTAS  
  
Duty Driving 
 
 

Saturday 5th        December                 Hazeldene  

Saturday  12th    December                  Iona/Staffa 
 

Camphill Bible Readings  
Sunday 29th November  ..................................   
Sunday 6th  December   ..................................  Luke 12: 35-38 
 
 
Gospel Readings   
Sunday 29th November  ...................................Luke 21: 25-36 
Sunday 6th December   ................................... Matthew 12 25-36 
 
Library Opening Times  Saturday 2-5pm  
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DIARY  
   
FRIDAY    
27th November  No Farmer’s Eurythmy Class 
   6.00pm  Swimming Group ‘C’ 
   7.30pm  Anthroposophical Study Group, KH room  
 
    
SATURDAY      
28th November   
  
SUNDAY   FIRST ADVENT SUNDAY 
29th November   10.30am Act of Consecration of Man 
   3.30pm  Advent Garden, Botton School   
   8.00pm  Advent Celebration, JOAH  
 
 
MONDAY    
30th November  5.00pm  Village Eurythmy Class 
 
TUESDAY   5.00pm  Village Eurythmy  
1st December  7.00pm  Swimming Group ‘B’  
   7.30pm  Christian Community Members Meeting  
 
 
WEDNESDAY    
2nd December    5.00pm  Village Eurythmy Class   
     
    
 
THURSDAY 
3rd December  8.30pm  Act of Consecration of Man  
   No St Bride’s Performance 
     
     
 
FRIDAY    
4th December  6.00pm  Swimming Group ‘D’ 
   4.00pm  Open Concert, TWH (£7) 
   8.00pm  Film – Botton Film Group hosting, JOAH  
 
    
SATURDAY   Advent Fair, JOAH  
5th December  
  
SUNDAY   ST NICHOLAS 
6th December   9.30AM  Children’s Service 

10.30am Act of Consecration of Man 
11.00am – 4.00pm  Botton School Advent Fair 

   8.00pm  Christian Community Support Meeting, church  
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
    

   
7th December  Village Eurythmy  
 
8th December  Village Eurythmy JOAH 
 Gospel Study 
 
9th December  Village Eurythmy  
 
10th December  Act of Consecration 
 St Bride’s Performance 
 
13th December  SANTA LUCIA 
 Act of Consecration 
 
14th December  No Village Eurythmy  
 
15th December  No Village Eurythmy  
 Christian Community and Friends, meeting with Tom Ravetz  
 
16th December  No Village Eurythmy  
 
17th December  KASPER HAUSER’S DEATH DAY 
 Act of Consecration of Man 
 Botton School Christmas Play 
 St Bride’s Performance  
 
18th December  Botton School Ends  


