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Botton Village News  

 
6th November 2015 

Ann Richmond -  45 years in Botton 
 

Ann Richmond  04.04.1930  -  28.10.2015 
 

Ann died in Clayton House care home in Saltburn on 28th October 2015  
The Funeral will be held on Friday 6th November at 2.30pm in Moorsholm church 

 
Ann was born in Darlington and had one brother.  In her early career Ann worked for a Japanese Bank in 
London.  In the early 1950’s unknown to each other, Hendy and Ann would have crossed the same bridge 
many times to and from their way to work. 
 
Ann felt drawn to Theosophy and the writings of Krishna Murti.  She loved to travel in her younger years and 
had many exciting stories to tell of travels to Greece, India, New Zealand and Australia. 
 
Ann came to Botton in November 1970 where she started work as a Personal Secretary to Peter Roth and 
worked with Peter Hogg and Hendy in the Office in Hall South for many years.   
The new General Office was completed in 1995, Ann was keen to move and continue in her role along with 
Hendy, Fiona, Donna and Paul Abel.  We have many happy memories of Ann in the Office.   One such memory 
we’ll call ‘Embracing Change’.  Many of you will remember Ann’s clunky old fashioned typewriter, after much 
cajoling and persuasion we eventually convinced her (no easy feat) to trade in her faithful typewriter for a 
new-fangled computer!  She embraced the change with her iron will, that she kept very well hidden day to 
day and exceeded everyone’s expectations.  She was thrilled and amazed that her tippex correcting papers 
were officially redundant!! 
Ann was a very kind and faithful presence in the General Office always willing to help anyone with anything.  
When Ann’s health started to deteriorate she decided to step back from her role in the General office and 
retired in early 2005 at the age of 74. 
 
Ann had a shy and retiring nature but enjoyed being surrounded by Botton life.  As many of you will know 
she had a great love for animals, her love of cats was legendary.  Her cats were the best fed cats in Botton, 
they meant so much to her,  you would often see her in the Inner Garden taking a cat for a walk, talking to 
it and patiently waiting for it to show her which way to go.  
Many villagers liked to visit her first in the Store Flat (now Staffa) and later when she moved to Merlin Flat. 
Being such a private, unassuming person she preferred to live on her own. Ann lived in the Store Flat for 
many years until she moved into Merlin Flat in the Summer/Autumn of 2008. 
 
As time moved on Ann found she needed more help at home, initially Ashleigh Naylor came as a carer for 
Ann but they formed a firm friendship and spent many happy hours together.  Ashleigh was with Ann when 
she passed away. 
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Another important person in Ann’s life was her great friend Peter Bright who used to visit her at Botton in 
his camper van.  Ann received many postcards from Peter as he explored the British Isles in his campervan.   
As they both aged they maintained weekly contact by phone until Peter passed away. 
 
When it became obvious that Ann needed more care in July 2014 she moved to Manor Court care home in 
Moorsholm and more recently when Manor Court closed she moved to Clayton House in Saltburn , despite 
moving out of Botton, Ann remained interested in all that was going on in Botton and the wider world. 
 
 
Hendy, Kitty, Fiona & Donna 

 

The Bible Evening (5) Where it Leads us by Goethean Science 

 
Last week we saw how we may stumble, but may need a crisis to advance. This week I want to look closer at 
the way how an open inquiry into the given gospel reading would allow us to progress towards an 
interiorisation of ‘Goethean Science’. 
 
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe travelled to Italy to see the ‘sights’: the classic ruins, their landscape, the sun 
and the sea and the people formed by these. He took along pencil and sketch book and while drawing flowers 
and leaves he became fascinated by the rich variety of the Italian plants. Not being a traditional botanist he 
didn’t enquire intellectually about their biological nature; he was just intrigued by their forms and ‘gestures’.  
 
He just held them in his heart as we might hold a picture of a beloved and it allowed these plant gestures to 
live in him or better, to gestate in his soul until quite out of the blue the concept of the ‘archetypal plant’ 
was born in his consciousness. This ‘archetypal plant’ does not exist in outer reality; it is the sum total of 
what we could call ‘planthood’: a spiritual reality, beheld through the senses. 
 
If we looked at every individual in Botton, photographed them, counted them, read their files etc. we still 
would only have an outer documentation of individuals. But if we lived with each other in a frame of mind 
as Goethe lived with the plants, we would come to understand, perhaps in a sudden insight, what makes 
each individual a ‘Bottoner’. There is no one Bottoner, but each of us adds to the archetype in the way how 
we do. This is important, for to deal with practical situations we would only succeed if we bore this spiritual 
reality of the Botton archetype in our hearts. 
 
In Bible Evenings we can practise this way of science. It is science as one can come to experience the 
Archetype as an objective reality. On the way towards it we may be musing quite subjectively, but, as in any 
science, I’d only succeed if I withheld a premature clamping down on an idea in a judgement, because, if I 
preferred one outcome over another, I would falsify the result. 
 
The Gospel readings give us ample opportunity to withhold judgement. Aren’t they often rather ‘weird’ or 
even outright ‘outrageous’?! Indeed this is how they often seem, but if one holds back and tries to intuit the 
strange gestures and pictures of these readings one may notice details which begin to reach out to other 
details and suddenly one might see a spirit map. 
 
One may understand that, when the reading is about the Kingdom of Heaven, different perspectives apply. 
What is foolish and what is wise may be very different here on earth, and especially the consequences of 
being so: If I weren’t as foolish as I am I might have fallen in when I had a stroke beside an open grave and, 
oh dear, might have ended up in the Kingdom of Heaven where it is eternally ‘Light’. How I would miss the 
autumn colours, the winds, the rains and the smiles reaching out from underneath umbrellas..! 
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Well, to come back to the theme: Bible Evening conversations can really help us (fostered by the practising 
of the subsidiary qualities) to open our hearts and minds goetheanistically to super-sensible experiences 
which would change our outlook profoundly, making us wiser – religiously so, without making us ‘Christians’ 
in a denominational sense. Indeed, one could say that such conversations could make us more human, 
archetypally so. 
 
And, if we allowed for the idea that all ‘Bottoners’ together have co-created a common spiritual Being, the 
‘Botton Angel’ out of the local ‘spirit cloud’, we may feel that our coming together in our Bible Evenings gives 
this Being the opportunity to behold us truly and thus aid us in ways which are appropriate. 
 
Jens-Peter Linde (to be continued)  
 

Inner Garden...reflection on numbers  

Counting is not my first choice when it comes to gardening jobs, but because last week was pretty wet 

there was a choice between chopping rose-hips or doing invoices. We have got some fantastic rose-hip 

choppers in our team (no space for me there, I thought) who chop with the speed of light and the only 

thing that they occasionally leave behind is a sophisticated piece of artwork. 

 

 

              Rosehips on chopping board….by Nadia 

 

So I've done the invoices but I also added all the harvests together right back from May until now. It is 

really amazing! For example -you get one little packet of courgette seeds from Stormy Hall, put them into 

the soil and then a miracle happens. These amazing plants continuously offer their fruits - every single day 

for many months. From three rows in the greenhouse we received in total 354kg of courgettes. 
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Currants (black, red and white) are another miracle (here we don't even have to plant any seeds). The total 

of all currants this year was 720kg. We give a big thanks to the elemental beings in charge of our amazing 

bushes and also to all who helped picking, as there were so few of you this year....so well done and many 

many thanks! 

 

But the orders for fresh herbs and veg seem to be diminishing and are currently about half of what they 

were last year. There is only one question that comes to mind and I think Anthony was right....WHY? 

Luckily we have a food centre running again and thanks to their creativity we didn't have to throw any of 

our fruit and veg onto the compost heap. 

 

The flower garden is the part of the garden we love the most. The good thing about the flowers is that they 

don’t have price tags and therefore no numbers here. We do however receive quite a number of 

compliments about the flowers...but then again - we only plant the seeds....someone else is growing them 

for you. 

 

A million thanks to the Inner Garden team for all your hard work and support. 

 

Arek 

 

 

The Burning Question 
 
We all know that Botton is really run and controlled by the intelligentsia. You gotta problem? No 
problem, we’ll answer it for you!  
 
Do you have a question that you would like to submit to the Botton Village News to be answered by a 
Botton resident? 
 
This week, Joanne Boddy asks: 
 

Who can clean the mud from the roads?  
 
(There may be a hidden subtext here) 
 
Last week, Anthony Carling asked: 
 

Why? 
 
Anthony decided to answer his own question before receiving any responses. His answer is: 
 
‘Because I love it!’ 
 
Ned Forbes suggests that Anthony should be a TV presenter on a programme called, ‘The Why Show’. 
Perhaps we could submit this idea to our management team for their consideration in any future 
business planning and community development strategy? Could be a nice little income stream - and 
sure to attract a wide audience.  
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Jens-Peter answered Anthony’s question in the form of a poem:  
 

Slightly Sly Remorse 
 
Why? Why? Oh why? Why 
Am I shy? Why won’t I try 
To get purely high? 
 
It’s all just because! 
Because opening doors 
Seems one of those chores… 
 
 
To Anthony’s Asking “Why?” 

 
 
 
If you have any answer to this question, or indeed this week’s burning question, please contact the 
Botton Village News.  
 
Please submit your answers to the Botton News no later than Tuesday 3rd November.  
 

The Botton Village News is looking for an Agony Aunt or Uncle. Please apply 
to Lydia, stating what skills you could bring to this role.  
 
Do you have a problem that you would like to submit to the BVN? Please 
write to us. *Be aware, it will be published in the news, but your identity 
will remain anonymous.  

 
Waste Disposal  
 
In this age of austerity, both nationally and in Botton Village, it would be beneficial if we could publish 
a household money-saving tip each week. Hopefully, these savings can be passed on to supplement the 
decreasing amount of social care funding that is used to provide support to some folks living here.  
 
This week, why not think about how to cut ‘waste’ out of your life.  
 
You can think of waste in many ways:-  
Are you wasting energy by keeping lights on or boiling too much water in your kettle? Are you wasting 
money by buying things you don’t really need or throwing away food because you have not used it in 
an economical way? Are you wasting emotional energy by investing time or feeling into something 
that does not improve yours or other peoples’ lives? Are you wasting financial resources as a business 
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or an organisation by not drawing on the valuable resources you have in place, by not having your 
customer or client in mind when designing your service, or by not thinking about things creatively?  
 
 
If you have a household money-saving tip, or indeed a community money saving tip, please email or 
write to the village news.  
 

 
Botton News November Birthday List  

We are gradually putting together birthday lists – thanks to those people that have submitted their 
birthdays. We still need more names and birthdays – and that applies to all children, co-workers and 
employees who wish to be listed.   

Here is the November list so far:  

Mary Mascaro                            3rd November  

Kitty Henderson   3rd November 

Teresa Davey     6th November 

Barbora Vanicka     6th November  

Caryl Smales      12th November  

Torquil Long      13th November  

Fionn Reid      15th November  

Allan Taylor     17th November 

Contributions to the Botton News Please send to Lydia in Trefoil by 1pm Tuesday. If you are able to email, 
it is much appreciated that you do so! lydia.gillwaring@cvt.org.uk . Please note that Lydia compiles the Diary 
Sheet and Forthcoming Events every week, the information for which she takes from the cultural diary. If 
you need to make last-minute changes, please contact her directly, and by Wednesday morning at the latest.   

Editorial Guidelines Any material whose suitability is questionable will be subject to the discretion of the 
editorial group. All opinions expressed in this newssheet are those of the authors and do not necessarily 
represent the official views of the Botton community.  
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ROTAS  
  
Duty Driving 
 

Saturday  7th      November                  Linden 

Saturday 14th     November                  Hall North  

 
 

Camphill Bible Readings  
Sunday 8th November  ..................................  John 14: 27-30 
Sunday 15th November  ..................................  John 14: 1-4 
 
Gospel Readings   
Sunday 8th November  ...................................Revelation 3: 7-13 
Sunday 15th November  ...................................Revelation 5 
 
Library Opening Times  Saturday 2-5pm  
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DIARY  
   
FRIDAY    
6th November   11.00am  Farmer’s Eurythmy Class, JOAH 
   3.00pm  Open Concert, TWH 
   6.30pm  Swimming Group ‘D’ 

8.00pm  Film, JOAH (Botton Film Group Hosting)  

8.00pm  Anthroposophical Study Group, KH Room   
 
    
SATURDAY    9.00am  Class Members, St Brides  
7th November   
  
SUNDAY    
8th November    10.30am  Act of Consecration of Man 
 
 
MONDAY    
9th November   5.00pm  Village Eurythmy Class 
 
TUESDAY     
10th November  5.00pm  Village Eurythmy  
   7.00pm  Swimming Group ‘A’  
   8.00pm  Gospel Study  
 
 
WEDNESDAY   MARTINMAS DAY 
11th November   1.30pm  Advent/ Cultural Group (church community room)  
   4.30pm  Martinmas Walk 

5.00pm  Village Eurythmy Class   
     
    
 
THURSDAY 
12th November    8.30pm  Act of Consecration of Man  
   3.45pm  St Bride’s Performance – start of new series  
   5.00pm  Lay Eurythmy  
     
 
FRIDAY    
13th November  11.00am  Farmer’s Eurythmy Class, JOAH 
   6.00pm  Swimming Group ‘C’ 
 
    
SATURDAY      
14th November   
  
SUNDAY    
15th November   10.30am  Act of Consecration of Man 
   8.00pm  Festival Group (Holy Nights, Epiphany and Candlemas) 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
16th November  Village Eurythmy 
 
17th November  Village Eurythmy  
 Gospel Study 
 
18th November  Village Eurythmy  
 
19th November  Act of Consecration 
 Lay Eurythmy  
 
20th November  Farmers Eurythmy  
 Class Lesson, St Brides  
 
22nd November  Memoral Evening for Those Who Have Died  
 No Act of Consecration (JPL in Malton)  
 
  
 
  


